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1) Outcome to be 
assessed  
 

 
2) Means of assessment 
and criteria of success 

 
3) Summary of data 
collected 

 
4) Analysis of data 

 
5) Plan of action/what to 
do next 

 
Communication 
Skills  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All students wrote an in-
class essay test about 
the causes of the Great 
Depression  & an 
analysis of the New 
Deal. 
 
 
 
Student discussion 
groups were held twice 
during the semester to 
discuss historical events 
in U.S. history. 
 

31 students took the 
essay test 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every week students 
were divided into groups 
to discuss the contents 
of a chapter in the text. 

Eight rated 5, showing an 
excellent understanding of 
the Depression & New 
Deal.  Five rated a 4, 
showing above average in 
their assessment. Twelve 
rated 3 for an adequate 
assessment.  Two rated 2, 
& 1 rated 1. showing little 
understanding.  
 
The students were 
surveyed  after the groups 
to determine how helpful 
the groups were with their 
learning of history.  Over 
85% of these students felt 
that the groups were very 
effective in their 
understanding of U.S. 
History  
 

I reviewed  the essay 
with this class.  For next 
semester I plan on using 
the essay test format 
again to assess the 
communication skills of 
my students. 
 
 
 
Next semester I plan on 
having more groups. 
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COURSE SLO ASSESSMENT REPORT, SCC 
Department: __History ___ Course: __121 Web________ 
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1) Outcome to be 
assessed  
 

 
2) Means of assessment 
and criteria of success 

 
3) Summary of data 
collected 

 
4) Analysis of data 

 
5) Plan of action/what to 
do next 

 
1. Critically analyze and 
examine documents, 
quantitative data, and 
historical events to 
evaluate, develop logical 
methods and understand 
contending viewpoints  
 
2. Students will develop 
communication skills 
through writing exercises 
and discussions of critical 
historical events.    
 
3. Students will 
demonstrate the ability to 
discuss, analyze, and 
compare and contrast, 
diverse world cultural, 
religious and political 
traditions.     
 
 
 

 
Assignment 
2000 word essay.   
Students are graded on a 
scale of 1-5  
5-A 
4-B 
3-C 
2-D 
1-F 
The essay requires students 
to visit a historical site or 
museum. Next the students 
are asked to relate artifacts 
to the class themes and 
topics. The historical and 
cultural relevance and 
consequence of the items 
chosen. Students use MLA 
format to cite the textbook 
  

 
16 essays completed and 
graded 
 
5-8 
4-4 
3-0 
2-0 
1-4 
  
 

 
The essays for this class were 
well written. Students 
showed progress in writing 
and analysis. This 
assignment is the 3rd written 
assignment and the students 
showed significant 
improvement overall.   
There were no C's or D's in 
this class on this assignment. 
The students were sent a 
perfect paper excerpt and 
specific instructions mid-
term. 
 
Weaknesses were: 
Few 
 
 

 
Plan to: 
1. Encourage students to 
complete the assignment 
through engaging Q & A 
via discussion board.  
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COURSE SLO ASSESSMENT REPORT, SCC 
Department: ______History_________ Course: ______History 121___________ 
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1) Outcome to be 
assessed  
 

 
2) Means of assessment and 
criteria of success 

 
3) Summary of 
data collected 

 
4) Analysis of data 

 
5) Plan of action/what to 
do next 

Students will 
develop analytical 
skills by evaluating 
key historical 
decisions, testing 
hypotheses, and 
choosing among 
contending 
viewpoints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through online lecture, 
discussion board activities and 
reading material, students were 
introduced to the causes of the 
Panic of 1873. Students were 
asked to specifically look at the 
agricultural sector and provide 
three reasons as to why this area 
within the economy was hit 
particularly hard. They were then 
asked to decide whether or not 
farmers were hit harder 
compared to other sectors and to 
explain why or why not? In 
addition, they were required to 
explain both short term and long-
term consequences of this 
depression on farmers both 
economically and politically. This 
essay needed to be a well-written 
college level essay with a strong 
thesis and supporting evidence.  

A- 7, 20% 
B- 9, 26% 
C- 9, 26% 
D- 2, 6% 
F- 8, 22%  
 

I was encouraged to see that the 
students who participated regularly in 
class through the discussion board and 
other activities performed relatively 
well on the assignment. I offered to 
look over everyone’s thesis prior to 
turning in the assignment and those 
who used my constructive criticism 
usually received above average 
overall. Unfortunately, I had a few 
students who did not provide at least 
three reasons as to why the impact 
upon the farmers was particularly 
intense. In addition at least 1/3 of the 
students lacked explanations 
regarding political consequences. This 
was interesting because a few of these 
students had mentioned the farmer’s 
alliance in their paper in one-way or 
another just not as a political 
consequence.  

I have noticed students 
appear to not connect the 
dots in terms of linking 
recessions and depressions 
together but rather view 
them as static events. The 
next time I teach 121 I 
would like to link the 
recessions and depressions 
of the second half of the 
19th Century in order for 
students to understand the 
cycles within the economy, 
particularly during that part 
of US history. I also will 
link organized action to 
political action which 
many students failed to do 
during this assignment.  
 

scc_out_assess
Rectangle



COURSE SLO ASSESSMENT REPORT, SCC 
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1) Outcome to be 
assessed  
 

 
2) Means of assessment 
and criteria of success 

 
3) Summary of data 
collected 

 
4) Analysis of data 

 
5) Plan of action/what to 
do next 

 
  
Students will identify 
the primary methods 
the United States 
addressed the tension 
of the Cold War  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students will correctly 
identify major policies 
(domestic and 
international) of the nation 
in a multiple choice exam.  
 
Students will then correctly 
identify how those policies 
were intended to either 
reduce or expand the 
tension of the Cold War 

 
 
Most students were able to 
identify 4 of the 7 major 
policies of the US during 
the Cold War (35 of 40) 
 
Only 17 of 40 were able to 
identify all seven of the 
major policies and the 
reason for their 
implementation 
 
Approximately half of the 
students (29 of 40) were 
able to identify the purpose 
behind each of the 
correctly identified policy 
in all 7 examples (This 
however did not mean they 
got the first part of the 

 
 
The multiple choice exam 
was designed to bifurcate the 
information into 
identification and analysis. 
While students were more 
apt to be able to identify the 
names of the policies (NSC-
68, Marshall Plan, Truman 
Doctrine, Domino Theory, 
Atomic Deterrence, 
Containment, HUAC) they 
were not always clear why 
those policies had been 
enacted  

 
 
More correlation between 
the establishment of federal 
policy and the goals of that 
policy needs to be 
integrated into lectures. 
Possibly add written 
exercises to increase 
students mastery of the 
material  
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 question about 
identification correct  
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